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I, Pisistratus made 3 separate attempts at power over the course of his life, to 
varying degrees of success. His first try came on the heels of his success as a general in the war 
with Megara. He intentionally injured himself and then used this to say that he needed 
bodyguards to protect him from political adversaries. There was little dissent, and before long he 
used his new “army” to take the Acropolis and thus the title as ruler of Athens. Soon, however, 
former rivals Megacles and Lycurgus united their parties to exile Pisistratus from the city. The 
second attempt at power was considerably more ridiculous that the first. It was a plan first 
hatched by Megacles and centered around Pisistratus marrying Megacles’ daughter. To get 
himself back into the city, Pisistratus found a beautiful woman from a different city, dressed her 
in shining armor, and rode into Athens with her under the claim that Athena herself was bringing 
him back. He did not last long in power because he refused to consummate the marriage with 
Megacles’ daughter in the traditional sense, and was soon exiled once more. 

For his third return to the city, Pisistratus decided to do it the old fashioned way. After he 
accidentally found some gold and silver mines, he decided to buy an army of mercenaries to 
march on the city. He assumed power once more, and this time managed to disarm the common 
people. He did this by having his army take all of the peoples’ weapons during a speech of his. 
He managed to not get exiled for the rest of his life and ruled until his death. 

By most accounts, it appears that Pisistratus was a just and reasonable “tyrant”. While he 
took twice power with shows of force, he was concerned with the well-being of both the elites 


and the common people. Granted, he only cared so that they would stay out of political affairs 
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and he could amass power and wealth, but what matters is that he listened to and helped both 
major classes. Nearly every one of his actions was done in order to keep the people happy and 
out of his business. 

The analogy of the “Tax-free Farm” illustrates how Pisistratus ruled and why he acted 
how he did. He raised government revenue by taxing produce, but came upon a man with a plot 
of land that was difficult to cultivate. Unaware of who he was speaking to, the farmer said that 
the only thing that should be given to the government as a tax was “aches and pains”. Thus, 
Pisistratus removed the tax on his goods. This shows how concerned he was with the well-being 
of his people. 

II. To say that life as a Spartan child was difficult would be a gigantic 
understatement. At birth, they are judged on their physical fitness and literally thrown away if 
they are seen as too small or weak. Next they are bathed in strong wine to weed out even more of 
the “weak”. If they survive that then they are raised by nurses until age 7. At this point, they are 
brought into the agoge. The children learn only the academic skills necessary to be a soldier, and 
everything else they do centers around growth in that department. They get exactly one robe per 
year, rarely shower or bathe, and sleep on beds they made with their own hands. They are taught 
to fight and be bold at every opportunity but also sneaky and cunning. Teens are expected to steal 
food, but if they are caught, they are beaten and are not allowed to eat because they are bad 
thieves. 

From almost the beginning of their training, there is a definitive hierarchy among the 
children. The oldest are appointed Eirens, and are essentially commanders of their squad of 


younger boys. The kids are expected to follow every order from the Eiren as they prepare for life 
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as a Spartan. Any disobedience was met with a beating and public shaming, in addition to 
potentially losing face with the elders who judged all of the children. 

The purpose of this brutal childhood was to mold perfect soldiers. The ones who survived 
the training would be great tacticians who would follow orders and be strong and cunning 
enough to survive on their own and in an army. It is clear that critical thinking and mathematics 
are two areas of study that the Spartan upbringing all but ignored in favor of tactical knowledge 
and how to fight. This occurred for obvious reasons, to not give students any “unnecessary” 


knowledge and to keep them extraordinarily obedient. 
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